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Much needed to be done. Fences had to be 
removed, land cleared and tested and dug and 
prepared. All this took months of work. But the 
children were patient. They could see that 
something exciting was emerging, and it was all for 
them! 
 
Finally, on the feast day of their school, they were 
able to walk around it for the first time. They had 
to be careful, as the grass was still young and 
tender. But it was a joyful moment as Fr Michael 
sprinkled the holy water over it with words of 
blessing. May this playground bring happiness, life 
and health to all who run and play on it! 
 

Tricia Murray 
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O n the feast day of Our Lady Help of 
Christians in May this year, the students of 

Our Lady’s School gathered excitedly around their 
brand new running track for the blessing of their 
newly extended playground.  
 
This new playground was a long time coming. The 
land had for over 100 years been part of the long 
back yard of the house at 1 Barkly Street, reaching 
almost as far as the school buildings. After the sale 
of that house, the parish and school were fortunate, 
in 2015, to be able to purchase part of that long 
back yard and begin to plan and design the new 
playground for the school. 
 

The students of Our Lady’s School gather around the new running track on their newly extended playground 

New Playground for Our Lady’s 
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I n the April edition of The Parish Voice we 
featured an article about Pina and Bill Dunne and 

their plans to walk the pilgrimage to Santiago de 
Compostela.  
 
At the end of their long pilgrimage they sent the 
following message to our parish community: 
 
‘We finished our walk on 1st June after 44 long 
days in the most diverse, surprising and awe-
inspiring places. The way was not without its 
challenges, from the early morning rises to the early 
evening arrivals. However, we quickly adapted to 
the routine following a strict regime of stretches, 
massages and preventative foot care. We found 

rewards in the most unlikely places and situations: 
the breathtaking views, the silence, the walking 
through majestic forests and the many chance 
encounters which sometimes evolved into deep 
friendships. There were Emmaus moments as we 
walked with strangers; villages which welcomed us 
and others not so welcoming. Our lasting impression 
is of stones of various shapes and sizes shifting 
under our feet, driving rain, mountains and valleys, 
and the enormous relief and prayerful thankfulness 
at having reached the end of each day.  
 
Thank you for the strongly felt support from the 
parish community.’ 

Pina and Bill Dunne 

Pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela 

Pina and Bill on their long pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela 

A s part of the blessing of the new playground 
at Our Lady’s School, another important event 

took place. A representative from Legacy Victoria 
presented the school with a sapling grown from a 
seed descended from the original ‘lone pine’ tree 
at Gallipoli. He linked the significance of this to the 
story of Sergeant William John Symons who had 
lived in Brunswick and who landed with the 7th 
Battalion at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915. Symons is 
one of the few Australian soldiers to have been 
awarded a Victoria Cross medal for bravery in 
battle. Pictured at left is the Legacy representative 
and Peter Parussolo planting the tree beside the 
playground. 

Tricia Murray 

Planting of the Lone Pine 
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N ext year marks the Centenary of the blessing 
and opening of Our Lady’s Church by 

Archbishop Daniel Mannix on 19 May 1918 
(Pentecost Sunday). The first Mass was celebrated 
in the new church a week later on 26 May, and the 
much-loved landmark statue of Our Lady was 
hoisted to the top of the church tower on 20 
October. 
 

In remembering these historic 
occasions next year we will 
add another dimension by 
marking our awareness of the 
Wurundjeri people as the 
traditional owners of the land 

on which the church was built. Sometime in May 
2018, or before, we will place a plaque in the 
Centenary Garden at Our Lady’s to acknowledge 
the Wurundjeri people. 
 
While parishioners in 1918 were not conscious of 
the significance of the relationship between the 
indigenous people and the land they lived on and 
cared for over many thousands of years, recently 
we have become increasingly aware of the 
importance of this relationship. 
 
An article by Norma Martin in Upon This Rock, the 
book published in May 2011 to celebrate the 
Centenary of the founding of the parish of Our 
Lady Help of Christians, acknowledged the 
Wurundjeri as the first people who inhabited the 
area. Significantly their name for the nearby Merri 
Creek means ‘place of many rocks’ and Our Lady’s 
Church was built over the rocks of an old bluestone 
quarry. These two facts, along with the words 

ascribed to Jesus in Matthew 16:18 when he 
renamed the apostle Simon as ‘Peter’ the rock on 
which the Church would be built, were the 
inspiration for Norma’s choice of the title for the 
Centenary Book. 

Maureen O’Brien 

2018 – Centenary of the Opening of 
Our Lady’s Church 

Fr Michael Kicks a Goal! 

A fter blessing the new playground and running track at Our Lady’s School, 
Fr Michael was invited to be the first person to kick a goal through the new 

goalposts. He nervously agreed to give it a go. Taking the football in his hands, 
(and was it from 50 metres out?) he lined up for a kick. 
 
All around him the children screamed and cheered, willing him on. Then he did it 
– a perfect kick, scoring a goal straight between the posts! Everyone was wild 
with excitement, especially Fr Michael. Ever since, he has been willing to talk 
about it to anyone who will listen! 

Tricia Murray 
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Getting to Know … 
Tonny and Franca White 

M any Parishioners who attend the 6.00pm Vigil 
Mass at Our Lady’s Church would have met 

Tonny and Franca White who joined our Parish in 
2016. Their friendly, smiling presence is a great 
gift to our community. 
 
Franca was born in 1973 and brought up in 
Campbellfield, Victoria. She is the youngest of 4 
children and attended Fawkner High School. Her 
father came from Calabria, Italy, at the age of 15 
and lived in Mildura working as a farmer. Her 
mother also came from Italy at the age of 22 and 
lived in Melbourne. Eventually Franca’s father 
moved to Melbourne and met her mother. They 
have now been married for 50 years. 
 
Tonny was born in 1973 in Queanbeyan, NSW. His 
parents and his two older brothers migrated to 
Australia in 1970 from former Yugoslavia. They 
lived in Queanbeyan, near Canberra. When Tonny 
was 6 years old his parents separated after 20 
years of marriage and he went to Serbia with his 
mother. In 1991, at the age of 18, he returned to 
Australia to live in Melbourne where he studied 
Martial Arts (Kung Fu) for 3 years and became a 
Teacher of Kung Fu. 
 
Then he moved to the Gold Coast where he opened 
a Martial Arts School and it was there where he 
first met Franca who was on a working holiday. 
Tonny then moved and lived in America, Asia and 
Europe teaching Kung Fu for many years. Franca 
returned to Melbourne in 1995. In 2007 Tonny 
returned to Australia and eventually met Franca 
again in Melbourne in 2009. They married in March 
2011 and returned to the Gold Coast for 4 years. 
In that time while living on the Gold Coast Tonny 

converted from the Serbian Orthodox faith to the 
Roman Catholic faith in November 2014. With 
Franca he now shares a deep commitment to the 
Catholic faith. They both returned to Melbourne 
and joined Our Lady’s Church in Brunswick East mid-
2016. They are very grateful and thankful to have 
met and learned from Fr Michael, Sr Diane and 
Gwen. Their lives have changed and they feel a 
sense of belonging to our community and to God. 
 
Their personal quote is “We owe everything to Jesus 
Christ, Our Lord. We are now learning to walk in 
Spirit and not in flesh.” And from the Scripture, ‘The 
Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want’, Psalm 23. 
 
They are now living with Franca’s parents in 
Campbellfield and are caring for them. 
 

Mary Connell 

Franca and Tonny White 

An Afternoon at the Footy 

F r Michael has been successful in converting the resident 
asylum seekers at the Parish House into ardent Richmond 

supporters. Pictured here is Mehdi with Fr Michael at the 
Round 18 match at the MCG which saw the Richmond Tigers 
defeat the Greater Western Sydney Giants by 19 points. In 
spite of the rain and the cold wintry weather, they had a 
great afternoon. Mehdi now knows all the AFL rules and can 
barrack as loudly and passionately as the best of the Tiger’s 
supporters. 

Tricia Murray 
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Getting to Know … 
Francesca Mercuri 

F rancesca’s involvement with our parish began 
many years ago when Sr Barbara invited her 

to take part in the Godstart program at Our 
Lady’s. Francesca now attends the 10.30 Sunday 
Mass at St Ambrose’s with her family and is also 
involved in the Children’s Liturgy, the Parish 
Leadership Team and is helping to develop the 
Parish Child Safety Policy. 
 
Francesca’s father Antonio, now deceased, arrived 
from Calabria in 1953 to see if Australia would 
offer a better future for himself and his young 
family. He initially gained work on the Queensland 
sugar cane farms. He returned once again to Italy 
to prepare for his permanent departure. In 1957 
he arrived back in Australia, followed in 1959 by 
the arrival of his wife Angelina and their two 
daughters. They settled in Dandenong and he later 
qualified as a welder. Francesca was born in 
1970, the youngest of 3 children born when her 
parents were reunited in Dandenong. Her parents 
were married for over 60 years, and her mother 
still lives in Dandenong. 
 
Francesca attended Dandenong West Primary 
School and St John’s Regional College. From 1989
–1992 she studied Science at Monash University. 
During this time she became involved in School 
Holiday Camps for the City of Berwick. Through 
this she met her future husband Ron Holmes who at 
that time was a Mothercraft nurse involved in early 
childhood development. 
 
In 1995 Ron and Francesca bought a house in 
Brunswick, and Francesca completed a Ph.D at the 
University of Melbourne, at the Royal Children’s 
Hospital, studying the way in which Arthritis 
destroys the joints. In 2000 Francesca was 
awarded a Wellcome Trust Fellowship and moved 
to Norwich, England, to undertake a further two 
years of research at the University of East Anglia. 
 
Francesca and Ron then returned to Brunswick with 
Grace, who was born in 2002 in the UK. Their 
three other children were born here, Louis in 2004, 
Marco in 2007 and Dominic in 2010. Marco and 
Dominic attend Our Lady’s School, Grace attends 
the Academy in Fitzroy and Louis attends Brunswick 
Secondary College. 
 

Francesca is working at the University of 
Melbourne in the Department of Microbiology and 
Immunology, where she is involved in research – 
understanding the flu, with the aim of developing 
better vaccines. Ron is employed by the 
Brotherhood of St Laurence implementing the HIPPY 
program around Australia. This is an early learning 
and parenting program for families with young 
children. 
 
To relax, Francesca is an avid reader. She also 
enjoys running, crocheting and movies. 
 
We are deeply grateful for Francesca’s 
commitment to our Parish. 

 
Mary Connell 

Francesca recently celebrated her birthday.  
Here she is celebrating with a birthday cake given by her  

work colleagues 
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Reflecting on my First Communion 

O n 21 May I made my First 
Communion at St Ambrose’s 

Church, Brunswick. I went with my 
Mum, Dad and sister. When I got 
there I saw my grandma, godmother 
and lots of my friends. I felt nervous 
and excited at the same time. I didn’t 
know what to think. 
 
The church is rather big and is filled 
with beautiful statues and paintings. 
The most colourful stained glass 
windows are on each side of the 
church. I know I have been in the 
church a lot, but still every time I go in 
it’s like I see something else magical! 
 
For my Communion I wore a white silk 
dress with clear beads embroidered 
on the bodice. I also wore a cape that hung over 
my shoulders like a blanket to keep me warm. On 
my feet I wore cream shoes with bows on the tip. 
 

When I received the bread and 
wine I felt like Jesus had blessed me 
with his blood and body. I felt that I 
was there at the Last Supper with 
the Apostles and Jesus, with the 
Holy Spirit flowing around the 
room. 
 
After Mass I went to my family 
friends’ house for a big lunch. The 
kitchen was filled with delicious 
food and drink. My family and 
friends filled the room with chatter 
and joy. It was one of the best 
meals I’ve ever had! 
 
As a communicant I am excited to 
continue on my faithful journey. I am 

  excited to finally receive the bread 
and wine each week at Mass and to know about 
the person of Jesus. 
 

Evie Morris 

P arishioners Paul and 
Bernadette Mercieca are 

presently travelling in Europe.  
They sent us a message from 
Ireland after visiting Sr Genevieve 
Harrington who is a Benedictine nun 
at Kylemore Abbey in Ireland.  
 
Sr Genevieve is the sister of Jo 
Bennett whom many know, as she is 
very involved in our parish life – 
particularly the choir at St 
Ambrose’s. Here is the message 
from Paul and Bernadette: 
 
‘Dear parish friends,  
We had a lovely day today at 
Kylemore Abbey with Sister 
Genevieve Harrington.  
 
Sr Genevieve showed us around all of the key 
parts of Kylemore, including the chocolate-making 
room, the soap making room, the miniature Gothic 
cathedral, Kylemore Castle, the Notre Dame facility 
with its beautiful view, and the Victorian Walled  

 
Garden. We also had Mass with the sisters. 
Overall, it was a wonderful place to visit and Sr 
Genevieve was a delight to be with – so full of 
energy – over the 4 to 5 hours we were with her! 
 

Bernadette, Paul and Erin Mercieca 

Meeting at Kylemore Abbey 

Photo text 

Evie on her First Communion Day 

L to R: Bernadette, Sr Genevieve, Paul and Erin 
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Parish Photos 

ABOVE: Our RCIA catechumens, sponsors and 
catechists L to R: Dianne, Jo, Nancy, Sophie, 
Alfred (Nancy’s eldest son), Annette, Connie, 
Lily (Sophie and James’ youngest daughter), 
James, Andrea, Emanuel, Mary and Tricia. 
(Missing from the photo are Fr Michael, who 
took the photo, Kim and Sinhead) 
 
 
RIGHT: One of the recent ‘Meals in Small 
Groups’ that was held in St Ambrose’s Parish 
House. Clockwise from Left: Neha, Michael, 
Gracie, Raj, Teresa, Kevin, Fr Michael, Tricia, 
Maria, Br Michael, Kazem and Mary. Photo 
taken by Jesica. 

LEFT: At the end of the Taizé for 
Families on Saturday 22 July, the 
children were invited to reflect on 
their experience of prayer. 
Pictured here is Harvey sharing a 
quiet moment with his dad, Tom. 
About 30 people (children and 
parents) enjoyed the beautiful, 
candle-lit experience of the Taizé 
prayer. The focus was on Jesus our 
Light. We will aim to have Taizé 
prayer again, perhaps with a 
special Advent focus before 
Christmas this year. 
 

Thank you to all who helped with 
the preparation and the music. A 
particular thanks to Br Michael 
Herry who generously gave his 
time to assist us with the prayerful 
singing of the chants. 

Tricia Murray 
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Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue:  
Mary Connell, Fr Michael Casey, Maureen O’Brien, Tricia Murray, Pina and Bill Dunne,  

Evie Morris, Paul, Bernadette and Erin Mercieca, Tonny and Franca White, Francesca Mercuri 

More Parish Photos 
LEFT:  The end of an era for the 
 Soup Kitchen 
 

The Heart to Hearts Soup Kitchen 
finished on Friday 30 June. This 
ministry of outreach to the poor 
began at Our Lady’s in 1998 and, 
over recent times, delivered a hot 
meal on Friday evenings to about 
100 people. Over the years, many 
parishioners were involved in this 
important outreach work.  
Fr Michael thanked them over a 
meal at Zia Teresa’s Restaurant. 
 

Particular thanks go to Helen 
Warren and Don McLeod who 
sustained the Soup Kitchen for so 
many years. 

ABOVE: Fish and chips with the Marist Brothers  
On the last Friday of July, Fr Michael was invited to celebrate Mass with 
the Marist Brothers community in North Fitzroy. After the Mass they 
gathered around their beautiful wooden table to share the traditional 
Friday night meal of fish and chips! 
 
LEFT: Nasir graduates! 
Nasir, one of the asylum seekers who lives at St Ambrose’s parish house, is 
very proud to share this photo with us. He recently graduated with a 
Certificate III in Light Vehicle Mechanical Technology from the Menzies 
Institute of Technology. Nasir, who was never able to complete his schooling 
in Iran, is overjoyed with his achievement! 


