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of Moscow and St Petersburg, and experienced the 
power of the icon tradition. Here in our two parish 
churches, we have often used icons to help us 
prayerfully focus on liturgical seasons or a special 
feast – using famous icons of the Byzantine tradition. 
So, as a parish, we have all experienced something 
of the beauty and power of icons. We will be 
accompanied on our pilgrimage by iconographer Dr 
Ursula Betka (see page 7 of this edition). 
 
Our Pilgrimage in August 2018 will not be a tour of 
Russia, but a time to prayerfully visit the Cathedrals 
of Moscow, Novgorod, and St Petersburg and, as 
pilgrims, spend time – time in prayer, before these 
centuries-old icons. As pilgrims, we hope that these 
icons will be for us windows to the Divine. 
 

Fr Michael 

The
 Parish 

Voice 
THE CATHOLIC PARISH OF BRUNSWICK AND BRUNSWICK EAST 

DECEMBER 2017 – VOLUME 8 NO 3 

O ver recent years our parish has organised two 
pilgrimages to the Holy Land (2007 and 2013), 

and one from Portland to Penola (2015) where St 
Mary Mackillop began her Josephite Order and the 
teaching of poor country children. But now there is to 
be a Pilgrimage to Russia. Why? When we think of 
Russia we think of Revolution and Communism, and the 
power nation of Eastern Europe. However, let us go 
back further than the past 100 years, back to that 
centuries old Eastern Christian tradition of praying 
through icons. In this tradition, icons are windows to 
the Divine and, in the churches of the Eastern Rite, 
including Russia, they help us to experience the Divine. 
 
In 2009, as part of my Sabbatical I, and another 
Melbourne priest Michael McEntee, spent 8 days in 
Russia, during which we visited the great Cathedrals 

Text under photo 

Pilgrimage to Russia 2018 
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Getting to Know  
Joyce Portelli 

P arishioner Joyce Portelli attends Our Lady’s 
Church for the 6.00pm Saturday Vigil Mass and 

St Ambrose’s often for weekday Masses. 
 
Joyce, whose maiden name is Camilleri, was born in 
Slema, Malta on 5 April 1931. She is the eldest of 
nine surviving children born to her parents. Her 
father supported the family working as a 
carpenter. His main job was making coffins. 
 
In 1948, when Joyce was seventeen years old, her 
father applied to migrate to Australia. His 
application was successful and he arrived in 
Canberra to set up a home for his family. After 
three years his wife and nine children joined him in 
Canberra. Life was hard and after some misfortune 
finding a house, they moved to Melbourne in 1950. 
 
Having nowhere to live and very distressed they 
were befriended by a stranger who saw the family 
in the Exhibition Gardens. They were taken in by 
the Salvation Army who took care of them and 
offered them temporary accommodation. Joyce is 
still so grateful for the kindness which was shown to 
them in their time of need. Eventually her father 
found work with the Railways as a carpenter and 
Joyce worked sewing pyjamas at Foy and Gibson. 
They moved into a house in Oxford Street 
Collingwood. 
 
Amazingly, Joyce met a young man, John Baptist 
Portelli, who was a neighbour in Slema, Malta, and 
who had left to spend time in England. He and his 
brother were great family friends and in 1954, 
Joyce married John at St Joseph’s Church in 
Collingwood. 
 

They moved from Collingwood to Edward Street 
Brunswick where Joyce still lives. John worked as a 
pattern cutter and then for Repco. They had two 
sons, Joe and Charles. The boys attended Brunswick 
Road Primary, Our Lady’s School, and Coburg 
Technical College. Charles works as an electrician 
and Joe is a motor mechanic. Joyce is devoted to 
her three grandchildren and seven great 
grandchildren. Her husband John died in 1992, 
aged 65 years. 
 
Joyce has been involved with Our Lady’s Food Bank 
and voluntary work at a local chiropractor. She 
delivered food from the Food Bank at St Ambrose’s 
each week to those who were not able to attend 
themselves. 
 
Joyce is a faithful, cheerful and generous member 
of our parish community. 

Mary Connell 

Ongoing Support for 

Refugees 

T he Bethany House Committee: 
Bernadette, Agnes, Maria, Sr Thérèse 

and Fr Michael, meet regularly to discuss 
the ongoing support of the refugees and 
asylum seekers living in our parish 
properties. We are grateful for their 
commitment and the practical support 
they so generously give. 
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Getting to Know  
Carmel and Sandra Scilini 

S andra and Carmel Scilini are faithful, well 
known parishioners who have lived in Brunswick 

all their lives. 
 
Both attended St Ambrose’s School and then St 
Aloysius’ College, North Melbourne. They have two 
older sisters, Marisa and Elsa, three nieces and two 
nephews. Their parents, Maria and Peter were 
married at St Ambrose’s in 1959. Their father 
worked as a concreter. He died in 1983 and 
Maria died recently on 14 October 2017 at St 
Vincent’s Hospital. 
 
Her funeral was held on 26 October. It was a 
wonderful celebration of Maria’s life, spent 
generously and cheerfully devoted to her family 
and our parish. 
 
Carmel has worked at Vic Roads for 35 years. 
Sandra began work for Tricontinental Merchant 
Bank and then at various financial Institutions, 
including State Bank and Travelex/Mastercard,  
until 2012 when she became the full-time carer for 
her mother who was diagnosed with dementia. 
 
Carmel and Sandra have vivid memories of being 
involved in the parish as youngsters. They also 
remember assisting Maria who cooked for and 
waited on the staff of St Ambrose’s School at their 
end of year dinner at St Ambrose’s Parish House. 
 

They have been involved in various fundraising 
activities, including fetes, raffles and cake stalls 
and take a turn on the counting roster. 
 
In 1989 Carmel and Sandra travelled to Europe 
and visited their mother’s home town of Caulonia in 
Calabria, and their father’s home town Tirano in 
Northern Italy, before going on a tour of Italy. 
 
We are grateful for Carmel and Sandra’s cheerful, 
generous presence amongst us. 

Mary Connell 

M ost parishioners would know by now that Fr Michael is a loyal 
supporter of the Richmond Tigers. Having been born in 

Richmond, where his parents used to attend the games at the Punt 
Road oval, he has endured all the highs and lows of the team over 
a lifetime. In 1980 he was at the Grand Final when Richmond 
thrashed Collingwood. Little did he know that it would be another 
37 agonising years before they would win another Grand Final. 
Through the great generosity of a parishioner, Fr Michael was 
given a ticket to this year’s Grand Final so he was, once again, 
there at the game to experience his team’s historic win. It was a 
moment of joy and great elation for him. St Ambrose’s parish house 
has been ringing out with the strains of “Oh we’re from Tigerland; a 

fighting fury, we’re from Tigerland …” for many weeks now! 
 

Tricia Murray 

The Scilini family – Back row L to R: Elsa, Sandra and 
Marisa. Seated L to R: Maria and Carmel 

A Very Proud Richmond Fan! 
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Our Lady’s Performing Arts Concert  
The Peace Child 2017 

O ur Lady Help of Christians School had their bi-
annual School Musical at the Clocktower 

Theatre, Moonee Ponds, in September. In front of a 
sell-out crowd of 520 adoring fans, the children of 
our parish school sang, danced, acted and 
performed The Peace Child Musical. It was 
wonderful to see all 320 students on stage for the 
finale! We indeed have some very talented 
performers, confidently delivering their lines, singing 
solos and dancing with great precision. Our 
Director, Natalie Carr, and parent of our school 
Kristina Diaz choreographed a most entertaining 
and memorable evening on the stage.  
 

Philip Cachia, School Principal 

T he setting for the 
musical is the far-

away land of Mambica 
where two opposing 
tribes living on either 
side of a river seem 
unwilling to put an end to 
their long-standing 
enmity.  
 
And only the gift of a 
new-born child can bring 
peace. 
 
 

 
The PHOTOS indicate the energy, beauty and dynamism 
of the children’s performances. Congratulations to Our 
Lady’s School for such a professional production! 
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Nick Hancock 
 

I  have only been part of the 
Parish of Brunswick and 

Brunswick East for a short time 
but I have always felt very 
welcome here. I grew up in the 
small country town of Boonah in 
Queensland.  I am the youngest 
of nine children in a close, 
Catholic family.  
 
I am a primary school teacher 
and have done this in a number 
of places.  I have enjoyed 
teaching in cities such as 
Brisbane, London and now 
Melbourne, but my real passion 
is teaching in remote, 
Indigenous communities.  I have 
taught in the Tanami and 
Simpson Deserts and well as 
Arnhem Land and in the Torres 
Strait Islands.  
 
I moved to Brunswick earlier this year to complete 
postgraduate study in Education.  I have really 
enjoyed being a part of the Parish of Brunswick 
and Brunswick East.  It is a particularly welcoming 
parish and provides a number of ways to engage 
and help the community. I am involved in tutoring 
Syrian refugees at St Ambrose’s Community Centre 
every Friday night. 
 
As much as I have enjoyed my time in Brunswick it is 
already time to move on.  Next year I will be 
teaching in the remote Indigenous community of 
Santa Teresa.  It is a beautiful, Catholic community 
South of Alice Springs.  I would like to thank all of 
the friendly parishioners of Brunswick for making 
me feel very welcome this year.  I will miss the First 
Sunday Cuppas and Father Michael’s brilliant 
sermons, but I am looking forward to not scrambling 
to sit under a heater at Masses next winter! 
 

Jesica Gozali 
 

I  arrived in the middle of January 2017, to pursue 
a Masters degree in International Business at 

Melbourne University through a scholarship 
program. Since then I have gone to several 
churches, but St Ambrose’s is the place where I feel 
very welcome and comfortable.  
 

I came from a close Catholic family in which every 
family member, including myself, was baptised 
within the first week after birth. This is my first 
experience of being so far away from home but, 
thankfully, because of the support of my friends 
and the sense of belonging I get from the parish 
and community, I can now manage quite well.  
 
In Indonesia, I was involved in different groups such 
as choir, bible study, and fellowship prayer. 
However, most of the time, I was the person who 
worked behind the scenes, doing the supportive 
jobs and avoided taking initiatives. The first booth 
selling handcraft which I joined earlier this year at 
St Ambrose’s has changed me. Since then, I have 
tried to be more involved and to contribute more to 
the parish as it really makes me feel happy to be 
able to share more and become friends with many 
kind-hearted people.  
 
Although Nick’s plan to move to Santa Teresa 
surprised me, I wish the best of luck for his future 
endeavour. For all the young Catholics, the future of 
the Catholic faith depends on us, it is time for us to 
shine! Remember what Barack Obama once said: 
“Don’t wait for good things to happen to you. If you 
go out and make some good things happen, you will 
fill the world with hope, you will fill yourself with 
hope.” 
 

Nick and Jesica 

Two Young Parishioners 

Parishioners Nick and Jesica with Bishop Terry Curtin at a Northern Region Youth Ministry 
discussion in November. Bishop Terry Curtin was among speakers who argued for the 

importance of the Church engaging young people. Next year, 2108, will be  
the Year of Youth in our Australian Church. 
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Feeding the Hungry 

T hanks to the suppliers and generous workers at 
the weekly Food Bank, many people are 

provided with food on a weekly basis. Bobby has a 
hard-working team which includes Kevin who has 
moved to Fitzroy but still comes back as he said he 
likes ‘assisting the needy’ as does Sue who enjoys 
‘interacting with people and providing benefits for 
people’. Jack has been coming for about three 
years. He appreciates the ‘excellent service’ from 
all the volunteers. Natalie, a single mother is very 
grateful for the food she receives for her six 
children. Also Wajiha, who was threatened as a 
teacher by the Taliban in Pakistan, and after being 
accepted by Australia now has four daughters 
under six. Her husband works in a factory. These 
are just a few examples of those who benefit from 
the parish Food Bank. 
 
Since 2012 Sister Rita from Antonine College has 
brought Year Nine students to assist. They also 
attend Anointing Masses and wait on tables. 
 

 
Sr Thérèse Power 

On 25 October about 
twenty of us rallied in 
Sydney Road opposite 
Barkly Square. We were 
drawing attention to the 
plight of the men on Manus 
Island who were due to be 
transferred from the 
detention centre. We spoke 
to pedestrians and asked 
them to write messages to 
Peter Dutton or the Prime 
Minister requesting that 
these men be brought to a 
safe haven either here in 
Australia or a third country 
like New Zealand. About 
thirty people took this 
opportunity and wrote their 
messages on doves 
(pictured). 
 
On 14 November a silent vigil was held outside the Immigration Offices in Lonsdale Street. Both events were 
organised by Love Makes a Way. 

Sr Thérèse Power 

Bring Them Here 

Sr Rita and students from Antonine College assisting at the Food 
Bank. Every Thursday, a group of students comes from the 

College to help distribute food to the needy. 
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Learning to Paint Icons 

O ver the past few Monday afternoons in St Ambrose’s 
Community Centre, Dr Ursula Betka has been teaching a 

course in icon painting to a group of Syrian refugees. Ursula 
has been to Syria many times and loves the spirit of the Syrian 
people. She is an iconographer and art historian and is adept 
at imparting her knowledge and skill to others. Ursula is a 
gentle and compassionate person who brings the best out in 
people.  
 
The Syrian refugees have been grateful for the opportunity to 
learn a new skill and also to have the opportunity to come 
together and talk about their homeland and the tragedies that 
forced them from it. Here they are in a safe place, painting 
something holy and meaningful. The Monday course has become 
a time of healing for them. The course will conclude on Monday 
11 December when, at 5.30pm, their icons will be blessed in St 
Ambrose’s Church. 
 

Tricia Murray 

PICTURED ABOVE: Five of the six Syrian participants in the course  
listen as Dr Ursula Betka (seated) explains the icon painting technique. 

Participant, Reem with Ursula at the beginning 
of the Icon Course at St Ambrose’s Community 

Centre 
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Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue:  
Mary Connell, Fr Michael Casey, Tricia Murray, Sr Thérèse Power, Nick Hancock, Jesica Gozali, Philip Cachia 

Parish Photos 

Nasir’s New Job 
 

I n our last edition of The Parish Voice 
we featured a photo of Nasir, an 

asylum seeker living in St Ambrose’s 
Parish House. He had just graduated 
with a Certificate III in Light Vehicle 
Mechanical Technology. He now has a 
full time job as a mechanic at Airport 
Toyota. Congratulations Nasir! 

Meals in Small Groups 
 

W e had a successful round of Meals in Small Groups this year (in total 6 meals hosted in people’s 
homes throughout the year). Photographed above is the gathering for a meal at the home of Alison 

and Margaret. L to R: Jesica, Alison, Fr Michael, Margaret Duggan, Margaret, O’Neill, Joshua, Tricia, Teresa. 

Kath’s New Room 
 

P arishioner Kath Richter has now moved into a permanent 
room at Mercy Place in East Melbourne. She is pictured 

(left) watching as her friend Jenny unpacks her things and helps 
her settle into her new accommodation. We pray for Kath in this 
new chapter of her life. 

RIGHT:  
Fr Michael blessing the 
animals (dogs, a guinea 
pig, a budgerigar and 
even a stick insect named 
‘Dragon’). This blessing 
takes place close to the 
feast of St Francis of 
Assisi who was deeply 
connected to the world of 
nature. 


